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NEWSLETTER
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Welcome to all the friends of Imagine Cruises, Port Stephens. Every year we produce two newsletters updating info on
the season’s upcoming events and any changes to our scheduled cruises. Your comments are valuable so please
send us your feedback. If you are interested in more information or becoming a booking agent, call (02) 4984 9000

Want to see something absolutely
awesome?

It's autumn again & now is the time to
plan a sail with Imagine Cruises in Port
Stephens to see the mighty Humpback
whales. The Australian Humpbacks make
one of the world's most massive
migrations, swimming close to the coast
for much of their journey, they conserve
their energy supplies as very little feeding
happens on their incredible voyage.
Birthing mothers often travel last as they
know they will use a lot of energy suckling
their newborn calves with an amazing
300-400 litres of milk a day guzzled by
junior for over 6 months!

The 10,000-kilometre round trip from the
tropics to the Antarctic and back again to
mate & give birth is completed annually.
Humpbacks, sometimes referred to as the
merry whale due to their acrobatics are
Baleen whales, that means they have
bristle filters instead of teeth. Having
spent the summer months in the freezing
waters around the ice shelf, the whales
will have eaten many times their weight in
Krill, a small shrimp like creature that
abounds in the Southern Ocean at this
time of the year. The whales have now
put on a 250mm thick reserve of fat under
their skin that will sustain them throughout
their 8-month journey.

How big are they?

The Humpback is the worlds 4th largest
whale. An adult female can grow to 17
metres & weigh up to 50 tones, that’s like
40 small cars! And did you know that
when they “breach”, that's what it's called
when they jump clean out of the water,
the splash can be seen from 15
kilometers away. Like all the great whales

the Humpback is protected as an
endangered species. They may not
however be safe for long as the 1986
moratorium  on whaling may be
overturned this year. The Japanese
government sponsored whalers are
committed to controlling the IWC. By
encouraging third world countries such as
Mongolia to join the IWC and vote with
Japan in exchange for foreign aid
programs, the Japanese whale fisheries
are now set to take the simple majority in
the IWC.

The original population of East coast
Humpbacks was estimated to have been
close to 20,000. When whaling collapsed
in 1963, as few as 200 animals were left.
A recent population estimate of the East
coast Humpbacks puts this population
now at about 6,000 still a long way off the
original population but a great recovery.

Port Stephens is one of the best whale-
watching points on the east coast! The
whales swim close inshore to avoid the
strong, localised south setting currents.
Whether you cruise with Imagine or stand
on a headland, there is a good chance
you will see some spectacular mating

behavior as the males try to impress the
females. If you want to get up close
though both Imagine Cruises and
Moonshadow Cruises run a number of 3
hour trips out of Nelson Bay daily, a truly
memorable experience. Don’t forget to
dress warmly & bring your camera!

How can | book?

Imagine sails twice daily on a 3 to 3 %
hour Dolphin & Whale Watch cruise from
D’Albora Marina, Dock ‘C’ at 10:00 am
and 1.30 pm.

Adults ..o $49
Concession .......o.cue. .. $44
Children .........ccoevvieinnns $30

Call us at 4984 9000 to book your
cruise!

" £F ESTIVAL
WHALES

The “Festival of Whales” celebrates the
arrival of the Humpback Whales and is to
be held in Port Stephens on the weekend
of June 4™ and 5" with a $40pp
fundraising whalewatch cruise at 11am on
Friday 3". Half the proceeds are going to
save the whales and half to help fund the
festival.

The festival comprises two days of fun,
music, great bargains and a chance to
raise desperately needed money to help
fight for the protection of not only our
beautiful Humpback Whales but other
species all over the world in danger from
whaling countries.

Get Into The Festival Spirit!









